
Brunswick Preservation and Revitalization Committee 

Meeting Notes - March 04, 2019  
6:00PM - 7:00PM, Brunswick City Hall 

 
Attending:  Kelly White, Brian Keller, Abbie Ricketts, Abby Ingram, Alan Miner, Mary Bellamy, 
Nathan Brown, Kimberly Golden Brandt  
Guests:  Nell Ziehl, Wes White, Elsa Haarstad, John Dayton, Andy St. John, Karin Tome, 
Jacqueline McBride 
 
Conversation with Nell Ziehl, Chief of the Office of Planning, Education, and Outreach, 
Maryland Historical Trust 
 
1. Questions addressed regarding Preservation Districts and Conservation Districts: 

a. Who oversees these districts? 
i. Forming a Preservation District involves the creation of a Historic Preservation 

Commission for the designating and managing of the district’s properties. 
ii. A Conservation District’s properties are typically managed through the city’s 

Planning Commission. 
b. How else do they differ? 

i. Preservation Commissions follow the Secretary of Interior Standards 
recommendations as guidelines for assessing properties. 

ii. Conservation Districts must set up their own guidelines that reflect the 
purpose of the district. 

2. What are these districts greatest benefits? 
a. Predictability in the built environment  
b. Peace of mind for those investing that the character will remain the same 
c. Property values stabilize or increase (with Preservation Districts) 

3. What incentives can be created for property owners in districts? 
a. Tax Credits (standard) 
b. Neighborhood Revitalization Grants 
c. Other Grants 
d. Low-Interest Loans 

4. What is a Certified Local Governments (CLG)? 
a. Certified Local Governments are counties and municipalities that meet specific 

criteria demonstrating a commitment to preservation, including establishing a 
historic preservation commission to designate and review historic properties. 

b. Frederick County is a CLG, thus Frederick County can apply to Maryland Historical 
Trust for preservation-related grants on Brunswick’s behalf. 
 

Other Items 
1. Abbie contacted Thurmont and Middletown. Neither has designated a local Preservation 

District. Middletown has two landmarked properties and a façade improvement program. 
2. The committee revisited the Preservation Maryland Grant opportunity. 

a. Preservation Maryland will apply to have a consultant develop potential boundaries 
for a Conservation District and analyze the effectiveness of various tools, including 



Conservation Districts, to manage change and support investment in Brunswick’s 
commercial core.  

b. ACTION ITEM: Kim will develop a draft scope of work to be reviewed by the 
committee at the next meeting.  

c. Kelly has been obtaining estimates for resurveying the City’s National Register 
Historic District and updating the application. Initial estimates are at $43,000. 

d. ACTION ITEM: Kelly will develop a draft budget request for funding for the 
resurveying work to be reviewed by the committee at the next meeting.  

3. ACTION ITEM: All committee members are asked to watch a Frederick County Historic 
Preservation Commission Meeting for next week. 

 


